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MySQL Will Open IBM System i to New Applications and 
Customers 
Donald Feinberg 

MySQL's and IBM's plan for the MySQL database management system to run on the 
System i platform brings hundreds of new applications to System i and should be 
welcome news to small and midsize businesses. 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 

Event 
On 25 April 2007, MySQL and IBM announced a joint agreement to port the open-source 
software (OSS) database management system (DBMS) MySQL to the IBM System i (formerly the 
AS/400) platform. The MySQL DBMS will run on i5/OS, using DB2 for i5/OS as the storage 
engine for MySQL. 

Analysis 
Since the release of MySQL Version 5.0 in late 2005 — and more recently the release of MySQL 
Enterprise — a growing number of application software vendors have been porting to or 
developing initially with MySQL. Version 5.0 added the necessary functionality for running 
complete applications, and MySQL Enterprise delivered simple, easy-to-use installation and 
support utilities, which allows an IT organization with average technical skills to install and use 
MySQL without in-depth system knowledge of OSS software and procedures. MySQL is a fully 
functional DBMS, but it requires the developer to choose a storage engine to sit under the 
MySQL DBMS layer. There are currently 12 choices of storage engines usable with MySQL. This 
announcement adds DB2 for i5/OS as an additional choice. This will be the second pre-installed 
storage engine delivered as a package from MySQL.  

One of the factors we feel has limited the growth of MySQL in small and midsize businesses 
(SMBs) and large IT organizations with an average level of technical expertise was the 
complexity of assembling the software. The MySQL Enterprise subscriptions, along with this 
announcement, show that the MySQL DBMS is maturing to a level that now will appeal to these 
same organizations. With the addition of IBM's endorsement, System i and DB2 for i5/OS, 
MySQL adds a level of scalability and stability far beyond any of the previous storage engines 
available and now runs on one of the most widely installed operating platforms in the market. All 
of these factors help to lower the entry barrier for more technologically conservative 
organizations. 

For IBM, this has a number of implications: 

• It opens the System i platform to hundreds of new applications available on the MySQL 
DBMS platform. 

• It gives the current client base on System i a large variety of new choices. 

• It helps IBM re-invigorate the platform for SMBs.  

• It is the first non-IBM DBMS to run on the System i platform. 

We believe this is a good move on the part of the System i hardware group within IBM. 
Unfortunately, it also continues to distance the System i platform from the mainstream IBM 
Software Group, where the DB2 DBMS for System i is not function- and feature-compatible with 
the DB2 DBMS on z/OS, Linux, Unix and Windows. This will continue to cause confusion for IBM 
customers with both System i and other IBM hardware platforms.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

• IBM System i customers looking for new or replacement applications can now consider 
applications available using MySQL. Many of these are specifically geared to SMBs — 
the primary customers of System i. 

• IT organizations with average technical skills looking to use MySQL should consider this 
(and MySQL Enterprise) as an additional signal that MySQL is maturing and can be 
used for more than testing. 

• Look for MySQL to accelerate its rate of adoption for more mission-critical applications. 

RECOMMENDED READING 

• "Preparing for an Open-Source Software DBMS World” — With increases in the number 
of OSS entries and the maturing functionality of OSS DBMS engines, the OSS 
movement is gaining headway in the DBMS market. By Donald Feinberg 

• "Hype Cycle for Data Management, 2006” — The Gartner Hype Cycle for Data 
Management can help organizations understand the relative maturity of these 
technologies, the benefits of adoption and key factors for successful deployment. By 
Ted Friedman and others 

(You may need to sign in or be a Gartner client to access the documents referenced in this First 
Take.) 
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